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PRESS RELEASE

November 17, 2008
TO:
All Media Outlets

FM:
Rich O’Neill

Seattle Police Officers’ Guild

RE:  
South Dakota Judge Rules in Favor of Seattle Police Officers. Last Remaining Charge Dismissed.









The honorable Warren G. Johnson from the Fourth Judicial Circuit of the State of South Dakota has ordered that the weapons charge against Seattle Police Detective Ron Smith and Sergeant Dennis McCoy are dismissed. The judge’s ruling upholds the fact that the Law Enforcement Officer’s Safety Act (18 U.S.C.926B) is the Law of the Land and that officers are authorized to carry their weapons in all fifty states. This misdemeanor weapons charge was the last remaining charge following the incident where Detective Smith was brutally attacked by a member of the Hells Angels Motorcycle Gang.
SPOG President Rich O’Neill said: “This is a day of vindication for Detective Smith and Sergeant McCoy. As SPOG stated when this incident first happened, we knew that once all the facts were known, the officers involved would be vindicated and absolved of any wrong-doing. In addition, this is a victory for all law enforcement officers across the country as it upholds the federal law which allows them to carry their weapons in any state. This is important because it allows officers to protect themselves and their families should they fall victim to a brutal assault, which is exactly what happened to Detective Smith.”

For more information contact SPOG at 206-767-1150.
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