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Seattle Police Guild Commends Mayor’s Citizen Panel on Accountability

The Seattle Police Officers’ Guild commends the Mayor’s Citizen Panel on Accountability, who have recently completed their work and released their recommendations. SPOG also commends Mayor Nickels for organizing the panel with such distinguished and well-respected citizens, especially the panel chairperson, Judge Terrence Carroll.

The Seattle Police Officers’ Guild cooperated totally with the panel from the outset, including providing voluntary testimony before the group. The Guild remains committed to having a fair and just accountability system for all involved.

In 1999, the City of Seattle and the Seattle Police Officers’ Guild successfully negotiated a contract which contained significant changes to the disciplinary system. In the contract, the Office of Professional Accountability (OPA) was created, headed by a civilian director. The OPA Review Board was also created and the job descriptions for each tier of the accountability system were outlined. That contract was ratified by the nearly 1200+ members of the Seattle Police Officers’ Guild.

The recommendations of the panel are very important and SPOG looks forward to discussing the recommendations with representatives from the City of Seattle at the appropriate time at the bargaining table. SPOG is committed to negotiating in good faith these mandatory subjects of bargaining as outlined by state labor law and the recent Public Employees Relations Commission ruling on this issue.


For more information contact SPOG at 206-767-1150.
